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Scoliosis Research Society 

Mission Statement
The purpose of the Scoliosis 
Research Society is to foster 

the optimal care of all patients 
with spinal deformities
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GEORGE H. THOMPSON, M.D.

2007 was a tremendous year for the Scoliosis Research 
Society (SRS).  It had spectacular highs and an incred-
ible low.  The Board of Directors has been extremely 
busy dealing with these issues and making appropriate 
adjustments.  Our academic programs, including the An-
nual Meeting, IMAST, SICOT, regional courses (Beijing and 
Budapest), and other activities were extremely success-
ful.  This has enhanced our reputation and I hope it will 
result in increased international membership.  However, 
we suffered an unexpected loss with the untimely death of 
our President-Elect, Tom Lowe.  Our succession guidelines 
delineated in the bylaws were unclear.  This resulted in an 
in-depth analysis of our succession policy and a change 
in bylaws to assure a smooth transition should a similar 
tragedy occur again.  

I would like to address some of the major issues and high-
lights of the year. 

42ND ANNUAL MEETING 
Edinburgh, Scotland September 5 – 8, 2007
We have just completed the largest ever SRS annual 
meeting.  This is due, in great part, to having the meet-
ing combined with the British Scoliosis Society under the 
supervision of their President, Mr. Brad Williamson.  We 
had over 1250 scientific attendees.  I would like to extend 
a special thank you to Mike and Marianne McMaster, our 
local hosts, for proposing Edinburgh as a site for the 2007 
annual meeting, and for their selection of the social pro-
grams and optional events.  This was truly a magnificent 
meeting.  I would also like to thank David Skaggs, Chair 
of the Program Committee, as well as its members and 
abstract reviewers for developing an outstanding scien-
tific program.  The meeting was extended by one half- 
day to allow for selection of more papers.  There were 
118 papers presented.  Special thanks are due to Laurel 
Blakemore, Chair of the Education Committee for the de-
velopment of the premeeting course.  This was a half-day 

meeting on congenital scoliosis.  It too was an outstanding 
success.  Bob Gaines led the Hibbs Society, which held an-
other pre-meeting course on the Current Status of Spinal 
Cord Monitoring.  I would also like to thank Tressa Goulding 
and her staff at EDI.  In the final analysis, they make every-
thing occur in a flawless manner.

The meeting began with the Steel Lecturer, Mr. Iain Ma-
cintyre, who discussed “Surgery and Edinburgh” on the 
evening of the Opening Ceremonies.  This was a stimulating 
lecture, which oriented us to Edinburgh and particularly its 
role in the history of surgery.  Other guest lecturers dur-
ing the meeting included Robert A. Dickson, the Harrington 
Guest Lecturer, who presented an elegant talk on “Evi-
dence-Based Surgery, A Tribute to Alf Nachemson”.  The 
Greg Houghton Lecture for the British Scoliosis Society was 
Daniel H. Chopin, who spoke on”Balancing the Spine in 
Surgical Management of Adult Scoliosis”. The presidential 
lectures were given by me, as well as Brad Williamson.  Jim 
Ogilvie gave a tribute to Tom Lowe.  After which, his wife, 
Sally, was able to personally thank the SRS for its care and 
support during this difficult year.  

The social program was complimented by essentially per-
fect weather.  There was no rain during what is commonly 
a rainy month in Edinburgh.  This allowed the optional tours 
and the Farewell Banquet to be well attended.  The Leader-
ship Dinner on the Britannia on Tuesday night was a highlight 
for the Board of Directors of both societies and the SRS com-
mittee chairs.  Kilts were required for the SRS Board mem-
bers and all complied.  In fact, the majority of the committee 
chairs and other attendees also wore kilts.  This was truly a 
special evening, and the photographs from this event should 
become classics in the future.  The final night was a phe-
nomenal evening at Hopetoun House, an eighteenth century 
manor house.  It was a true Scottish evening with whiskey 
tasting, outstanding food, Celtic dancing, pipers, and again 
more kilts.  Overall, I have had numerous compliments re-
garding the quality and diversity of this annual meeting.
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Presidential Report — continued from page 1

IMAST 2007 Paradise Island 
(Nassau), Bahamas July 11-14, 2007
The IMAST meeting this year at the Atlantis Hotel was also the largest 
IMAST meeting ever held.  With 565 scientific attendees.  The final finan-
cial statement is still pending.  We owe our thanks to Larry Lenke and his 
IMAST Committee for all of their efforts for producing another outstand-
ing meeting.  Special thanks to Jeremy Longhurst and Broadwater Inc. for 
their efforts in organizing and mamaging this meeting.  However, a major 
decision occurred this year with respect to future IMAST meetings.  Fol-
lowing the 2008 meeting in Hong Kong, the management of IMAST will be 
transferred to the SRS office at EDI in Milwaukee, WI.  This was a difficult 
decision, but one in which there are distinct advantages to the SRS.  Cer-
tainly, Broadwater, Inc. has done an outstanding job for the last two years in 
producing this meeting.  But, by transferring direct supervision to the SRS, 
there will be less duplication of the records and we will be able to add a se-
nior level staff member to coordinate IMAST and assist in other aspects of 
our educational activities.  Despite more personnel there will be decreased 
costs to the society.  However, there will also be an increased challenge to 
maintain the quality that has occurred over the past several years.  Thus, in 
2009, the SRS will assume all responsibilities for our annual IMAST meet-
ing. The final location will be selected this fall.

5TH SICOT / SIROT ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL MEETING 
Marrakech, Morocco August 29 – September 1, 2007
This meeting was held the week just before the annual meeting in Edin-
burgh.  This marked the first time the SRS has participated formally with SI-
COT.  We recently agreed to provide spinal deformity education for all SICOT 
meetings in the future.  There was a one-day course with SRS speakers 
and free papers.  The title of our course was Current Trends and Manage-
ment of Pediatric and Adult Spinal Deformities.  The speakers were Kamal 
Ibrahim, Laurel Blakemore, John Dormans, Behrooz Akbarnia, and myself.  
I want to personally thank Kamal Ibrahim for all his efforts in organizing this 
program.  Another one-day course is scheduled next year at the Triannual 
SICOT / SIROT in Hong Kong on August 24-28, 2008.  This will be a similar 
program with guest lecturers, symposia, and free papers.  Spinal deformity 
abstracts can be submitted directly to SICOT at www.SICOT.org. The dead-
line for submissions is January 15, 2008.  I would also like to encourage all 
SRS members to become members of SICOT now that we have established 
a formal relationship and they are a part of our overall educational program.  
The dues are relatively inexpensive, and it is a worthwhile international 
program.  Please contact John Dormans for more information and a mem-
bership application. It is in keeping with our goal of being an international 
spine deformity society.

OTHER IMPORTANT ISSUES
There are several other issues I would like to discuss.  These reflect impor-
tant changes that have occurred during the past year that will affect the 
SRS next year and into the future.

Endowment Programs
At this year’s annual meeting the SRS Roadmap was introduced. It dem-
onstrates where our members should be with respect to research support 
based on their years in practice. This roadmap will be the cornerstone of 
our future philanthropic efforts.

I want to continue to encourage all members to ultimately become Shands 
Level donors.  This money, which is maintained through the OREF, provides 
significant income to support our research endeavors.  With increasing 
scrutiny by government third party payers on Industry, it will be important 
that we become as self-sufficient as possible.  

The Eduardo Luque Fund continues to grow, in great part due to the gener-
ous donations from Charlie Heinig and Al Sanders.  The Luque family has 
now agreed to provide additional funding as well.  Hopefully, this account 
will become large enough to provide a substantial grant in the future.  The 
exact nature of this grant has not been decided as yet.  You will hear more 
about this fund in the near future.

Finally, the Create-A-Legacy Program was also introduced at the annual 
meeting as the last stage of the SRS Roadmap.  This is a program in which 
members can leave substantial money to the SRS in wills, trusts, life insur-
ance policies, or other avenues.  A donation of $500,000 or more will result 
in the creation of a named legacy.  The individual may select how they 
would like to money to be delivered, but the final decision will be left to the 
discretion of the Board of Directors to be certain that the money is appro-
priately and properly distributed each year.  I would like to especially thank 
Dave and Shirley Polly, who have already made a $1,000,000 life insurance 
donation to SRS through this program.  They join several other million dollar 
donors to our Society. 

Morbidity and Mortality Data Submission
During this next year we will refine and complete changes in the morbidity 
and mortality data submission requirements.  Initial proposals are for vol-
untary data submission with a limited scope based on the topic selected. 
Attestation forms will be required for those who submit data, and there will 
be periodic audits of those members participating to verify that all data 
is being submitted. Although it will be a voluntary system we hope that a 
significant number, if not all, of our individual members and centers will 
participate. 

 Any changes to reporting or submission requirements will be put into place 
in 2008. Candidate members are still required to submit their data and Ac-
tive members should submit 2007 data as usual.

Worldwide Course Committee
The Board has decided that the Worldwide Course Committee has reached 
a status of equal importance to IMAST.  They are responsible for two re-
gional courses, the SICOT meeting, course endorsements, and other edu-
cational activities.  As a consequence, we felt that the membership and 
leadership in this committee should be extended for a substantial period of 
time to maintain continuity.  The Chair will now serve for four years and the 
Past-Chair and the Chair-Elect for two years.  Kamal Ibrahim, because of 
his international knowledge and expertise, has been selected to be the first 
chair of this reorganized committee. 

Nominating Committee
This committee is being changed from an elected committee that serves 
at the annual meeting to one that will become a standing committee and 
serve for an entire year.  They will elect at one meeting and select the 
officers at the following year’s meeting.  Specific criteria have been cre-
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ated for how the new nomination process will be 
accomplished.

SRS Website
The new website will go online, hopefully in Feb-
ruary.  As you may recall, the improvement of the 
website was the number one priority from the 2005 
Strategic Planning Retreat.  Major changes have 
been underway, but the have not been implement-
ed, as yet.  The new website will open this win-
ter.  The completion will probably take most of this 
coming year.  It is my goal to see that our website 
is the best source of information for patients and 
families with spinal deformities as well as an up-to 
date source of information for our members.

Fellowship Committee
The Fellowship Committee is going to reevaluate 
the candidate membership process.  We feel that it 
will be important to streamline this so that older es-
tablished spine surgeons can join the Society with-
out have to go through a five-year candidacy.  The 
candidacy will continue to exist for young members 
prior to board eligibility.  The exact details are still 
being discussed, but should be completed some-
time during this coming year.

In closing, I would like to thank all members of 
the SRS for their confidence in electing me their 
President for this past year and for the unforeseen 
opportunity of being your President again for this 
coming year.  The amount of effort is unbeliev-
able, but so are the rewards.  If you have thoughts, 
concerns, or suggestions, please do not hesitate 
to contact me or other board members for further 
discussion.

Sincerely,

George H. Thompson, M.D.
President, Scoliosis Research Society

Presidential Report — continued from page 2

SRSFuture
Meetings

43rd Annual Meeting & Course 
September 9-13, 2008 — Salt Lake City, UT

44th Annual Meeting & Course 
September 22-26, 2009 — San Antonio, TX

45th Annual Meeting & Course 
September 22-25, 2010 — Kyoto, Japan

The Edgar Dawson Golf 
Tournament Winners
Robert W. Gaines, MD

The SRS 42nd Annual Golf Tournament was held on Thursday, September 6, 
2007 at the Braid Hills Golf Course in Edinburgh, Scotland. 

One of the most challenging golf courses in the city, Braid Hills is not for the faint 
hearted. But for golfers who like a challenge, or want to test and develop their 
skills, this par 71 course will suit you to a ‘tee’. It is 5865 yards long, hilly with 
areas of gorse bushes to trap an errant shot.  
 
The course is one of the most magnificent in Edinburgh, commanding panoramic 
views across the capital.

Congratulations to all of the skilled winners:

Men’s Low Gross
Mr. Randy Roof

Men’s champion (Harrington trophy winners—low net)
Tie
Bruce Hodgson, MD
P. William Haacke, MD
Christopher Adams, MD 

Gross Eagles during the Round
D. Seawall Miller, MD

Low net (ladies)
Mrs. Dorothy Chan

Closest to the Pin
Mrs. Becky King

Reflections from Our Local Hosts
Michael & Marianne McMaster

It was a bleak, rain swept evening in Edinburgh when we met for dinner with the SRS selec-
tion committee to be considered as future hosts.  That was several years ago and I recall my 
determination that Edinburgh should be chosen.  What transpired is now history and with the 
meeting itself but a memory, we have been left with the thanks of a most generous delegation.  
The pleasure it must be noted, was ours. A good meeting is the result of individuals taking time 
off work, traveling long distances and the fortitude and energy needed initially to submit an 
abstract, suffering the uncertainty in waiting for a reply and finally the work which subsequently 
goes into the presentation once chosen.  

To Dr. Denis Drummond and Tressa Goulding thank you for selecting Edinburgh for the SRS 42nd 
Annual Meeting and to each and every one of you, thank you for coming to Edinburgh.

If you would like to submit an article to the SRS Newsletter, 
please e-mail the article to kszpara@srs.org 

or vkalen@email.arizona.com
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The Edinburgh Incentive
Jeffery L. Stambough, M.D., M.B.A., Endowment Committee, Chair

Now that the 42nd annual SRS meeting in Edinburgh Scotland is over I 
trust that all of you have arrived home safely and are back to the daily 
grind. 

As you know, the meeting was a great success. We had over 1,250 
registrants and the venue was unquestionably one of the best ever. No 
doubt the meeting was valuable in updating and presenting new clinical 
research information regarding the management of spinal disorders and 
spinal deformities. 

Dr. Thompson addressed the members with an Edinburgh incentive ask-
ing each individual to donate as much as possible to the OREF/SRS 
endowment with a minimum con-
tribution of $1,000.00. To date, we 
have received OVER $36,000 to-
wards that effort. 

Also introduced in that meeting was 
the model for the long-term finan-
cial success of the SRS called the 
“SRS Roadmap.” I am sure most of 
you saw the diagram symbolizing 
an SRS member looking up the 
road of their entire career begin-
ning as a candidate member mov-
ing along to active membership, 
leadership and then senior mem-
bership. Along the way it is hoped 
that each member of the SRS will 
feel that it is their “obligation” and 
“privilege” to support the SRS with 
increasing amounts of donations 
depending on your financial status, 
requirements and plans. The order 
of merit is a donation of $1,000.00 
toward annual giving and is a rec-
ognized award. Annual giving is 
very important for the immediate 
financial success of the SRS as it 
supports our ongoing educational 
programs and activities that flow 
through the SRS main office in Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin. Shands Circle 
requires a minimum of $20,000.00 cash or $50,000.00 in deferred ben-
efits and is the level that we hope most if not all members of the SRS 
will contribute especially those in leadership positions. 

I would like to spend the majority of my time on this report though con-
centrating on the vision that your president Dr. Thompson has for the 
society. As you know we have a program that has been in place for sev-
eral years entitled $10 million by 2010. The Board of Directors and the 
Council have revised this somewhat to emphasize that we would like the 

$10 million dollars to be in cash rather than deferred contributions. Cur-
rently we have a cash position in the OREF SRS endowment of about $4 
million. This means that what is remaining of 2007 through 2010, just 
over three years, that we will need to have donations over two million 
dollars in cash per year. It would be Dr. Thompson’s vision along with the 
board of directors and council members that those of us in the SRS who 
are approaching that point in our career where retirement and/or estate 
planning is in the forefront of our thinking that we make plans to donate 
cash to the SRS through those planning vehicles. Ed Hoover and Gene 
Wurth at the OREF are more than happy to help with this matter and will 
facilitate this to make it as easy and efficient as possible. These dona-

tions will hopefully be a mini-
mum of $500,000 in cash or 
deferred donations which will 
establish YOUR legacy and an 
SRS grant in YOUR name. You 
can reach these individuals 
though their e-mail addresses 
which is hoover@oref.org 
or wurth@oref.org. Also you 
can reach Tressa Goulding or 
Amy Miller at the SRS office 
and they can also facilitate 
such an effort. As noted, we 
would like to see a number 
of our senior members have 
the conviction to donate dol-
lar amounts of five hundred 
thousand to a million, which 
was led this year by Drs. Da-
vid and Shirley Polly by giving 
a million dollars to the SRS 
Endowment. 

In doing so Dr. Polly and his 
wife will have supported a 
named grant (The David Polly 
SRS grant) and this money will 
be used by the SRS Endow-
ment to support our mission 
in research, education and 
spinal deformity treatment. 

Please consider this seriously. If we can get as many as three to four 
members whether they are truly “senior” or not to consider donating 
cash amounts of five hundred thousand or more then we can reach our 
cash goal of ten thousand dollars by 2010. 

Again the Edinburgh meeting was a huge success. Dr. Thompson’s lead-
ership will continue for another year due to the unfortunate passing of 
one of our true heros and leaders Dr. Thomas Lowe. In doing so Dr. 
Thompson’s vision has been crystalized and will be propritated through 

Order
of Merit

Annual
Giving

Shands Circle
Membership

SENIOR
FELLOWS

SRS
LEADERS

ACTIVE
FELLOWS

CANDIDATE
FELLOWS

Create A Legacy

OREF

SRS Endowment

SRS Road Map
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the “SRS Roadmap.” This roadmap is truly a guide to the membership’s 
“opportunities”, “privileges”, “duties” and “obligations” to support the 
SRS not only today but in the future. Please talk to your spouse or sig-
nificant other and if at all possible over the next several years consider 
making a $500,000 or more cash donation to the OREF/SRS Endow-
ment for which you will be recognized or you could designate someone 
else you want to be remembered such as a family member or another 
SRS member. 

Lastly, the posthumously started Eduardo Luque fund is gaining some 
momentum under the direction of Drs. Al Sanders and Charlie Heinig. 
It is the hope that we will generate through North American friends of 
Luque funds in the order of two hundred million, which will be used as 
a Luque research grant that will go toward education and innovative 
type research. To date though the fund holds fifty thousand dollars and 
if anyone is interested in supporting that aspect specifically and in ad-
dition to the above stated opportunities they should contact Al Sanders 
who has been one of the stalwarts of the SRS Endowment Committee. 

It has been my pleasure to be involved with the SRS Endowment Com-
mittee primarily because of the generosity of its members. We have 
more Shands members than any subspecialty society (about 25% of 
our active members). It speaks volumes about not only one’s verbal 
commitments but also your hearts as it comes to the Scoliosis Re-
search Society and its mission. 

The Edinburgh Incentive — continued from page 4

SICOT Spine Week

May 26-31, 2008 

SRS Day 

May 28 – Geneva, Switzerland

SRS /Latin American 

Regional Meeting

June 19-21, 2008 – Sao Paulo, Brazil 

SRS/IMAST  

14th Annual Meeting

July 8-11, 2008 – Hong Kong, China

SICOT/SIROT World Congress 

SRS Programs

July 26 & 27, 2008 – Hong Kong, China

SRS  

43rd Annual Meeting and Course 

September 9-13, 2008 – Salt Lake City, Utah

SRS/ Spinal Deformity  

Regional Meeting

October 2-5, 2008 – New Delhi, India

SRS
2008

Calendar

SRS Important Dates:
SRS/IMAST Abstract Submission site opens
November 1, 2007 at 12:00 midnight

Global Outreach Education Scholarship 
Application due
December 15, 2007
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SRS 42nd Annual Meeting –  Edinburgh, Scotland
Meeting Attendance Record!
This year’s meeting in Edin-
burgh shattered last year’s 
record with over 1,250 attend-
ees!  Special thanks go to SRS 
President, George H. Thomp-
son, the Board of Directors, and 
the local hosts, Mr. and Mrs. 
Michael McMaster.  SRS would 
also like to thank the British 
Scoliosis Society and Mr. Brad 
Williamson, President of the 
BSS for partnering with SRS for 
this year’s meeting.  The meet-
ing and course were again exceptional this year thanks to David Skaggs, Pro-
gram Committee Chair and Laurel Blakemore, Education Committee Chair.

There were several Bonus Education Events this year. The Global Outreach 
Committee hosted their lunchtime symposium entitled “Establishing Uniform 
Methods in Data Collection, Education, and Surgical Safety”.  These talks 
can be found on the Web site. The Research Grant Committee also held a 
lunchtime symposium to help you improve your chances of obtaining funding 
through the SRS, NIH or other associations.  

Two concurrent afternoon ICLs were held on Thursday. The Adult Deformity 
topic was “Spondylolisthesis: Current Knowledge + Treatment”, and the 
Pediatric Deformity topic was: “Evidence Based Practice in Neuromuscular 
Scoliosis”.

We would like to thank the following guest speakers:  Iain McIntyre, this year’s 
Howard Steel Lecturer, spoke on “The History of Surgery in Edinburgh”. Mr. 
Robert A. Dickson, DSc, FRCS, presented the Harrington Lecture on “Evidence 
Based Surgery – A Tribute to Alf Nachemson.”  The British Scoliosis Society’s 
Greg Houghton Lecturer was Daniel Chopin, MD, who spoke on “Balancing 
the Spine in Surgical Management of Adult Scoliosis”.

Special thanks to everyone who participated in this year’s “Edinburgh Incen-
tive”.  To date we have received over $38,000 in donations and pledges to 
help support spinal deformity and research through SRS!

Congratulations to all of this year’s award winners.  

For more information, please refer to the SRS Web site.  
They are:

Walter P. Blount Award
Professor John CY Leong

Russell Hibbs Award 
Best Basic Science Presentation
Paper # 66
The Effect of Two Clinically Relevant Fusionless Scoliosis Implant Strategies 
on the Health of the Intervertebral Disc
Kenneth J, Hunt, MD; John T. Braun, MD; Bryt Christensen, BS

Russell Hibbs Award 
Best Clinical Presentation
Paper #13
Posterior Vertebral Column Resection for Severe Pediatric and Adult 
Spinal Deformity: Indications, Results, and Complications of 43 
Consecutive Cases
Lawrence G. Lenke, MD; Brenda A. Sides, MA; Ms. Linda Koester; Marsha 
Hensley, RN; Kathy Blanke, RN

John H. Moe Award 
Best Basic Science Poster
Traditional Poster # 12
Aprotinin Inhibits Bone Formation In Vitro
Jonathan G. Schoenecker, MD; Mr. Nicholas Mignemi; Heidi Hamm, PhD; 
Herbert Schwartz, MD; Ginger Holt, MD; Gregory Mencio, MD

Louis A. Goldstein Award 
Best Clinical Poster
E-Poster #5
Prospective Study of Post-Operative Lumbar Epidural Hematoma: 
Does Size Really Matter?
Mark J. Sokolowski, MD; Timothy A. Garvey, MD; John Perl, MD; Amir A. 
Mehbod, MD; Burak Akesen, MD; Margaret S. Sokolowksi, PhD; Ensor E. 
Transfeldt, MD

Thank you to all who presented and participated.

SRS would especially like to thank the following companies for their 
generous support of the Annual Meeting and courses throughout the 
past year:

Diamond Sponsors ($150,000 +): DePuy Spine, K2M, Medtronic, 
Stryker, Synthes Spine

Platinum Sponsors ($100,000 - $149,999): Osteotech

Gold Sponsors ($50,000 - $99,999): Biomet Spine

Silver Sponsors ($25,000 - $49,999): Kyphon

Bronze Sponsors ($10,000-$24,999): Abbott Spine, Blackstone, 
Cervitech, Globus Medical, Orthovita, Paradigm Bio/Surgi, Paradigm 
Spine, Sentient Monitoring, Showa Ika Kohgyo Co. Ltd. Spine Vision, 
Trans1, Zimmer Spine

Donor Sponsors ($5,000-$9,999): Allez Spine, Alphatech Spine, 
Biospace Med., Jackman Group, LDR Spine USA, Inc.
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SRS/IMAST Update
Lawrence G. Lenke, MD SRS/IMAST Chair

The SRS-IMAST meeting was held at the outstanding Atlantis Resort in 
Paradise Island, Bahamas this past July 2007.  The meeting was a tremen-
dous success from all accounts, including a record surgeon registration of 
565, with 802 total registrants attending.  These registration numbers are 
consistent with a 20 to 25% yearly increase that the SRS-IMAST meeting 
has seen over the last four years.  The registrants were provided 158 oral 
presentations, 35 instructional course lecture workshops, each either 1 or 
1.5 hours in duration, and 483 electronic posters which were provided on a 
CD.  Strong corporate support continues for this meeting with a record 39 
exhibiting companies participating, versus last year’s total of 21.

The quality of papers presented in either the 4-minute or 2-minute form 
was exceptionally high.  The IMAST Committee selection of the Whitecloud 
Awards for the Best Clinical and Basic Science papers was extremely chal-
lenging.  The award for the Whitecloud Best Clinical Paper was awarded to 
Rick Sasso, MD and colleagues for, “Artificial Disc vs. Fusion:  A Prospec-
tive, Randomized Study with 2-Year Follow-up on 99 Patients”.  The award 
for the Whitecloud Basic Science Paper was given to Andrew Maher, MS 
and colleagues for, “Analysis of Construct Mechanical Stiffness in L5-S1 
Kinematics after Sacrum only, Unilateral and Bilateral Sacroiliac Instrumen-
tation”.  The IMAST Program Committee congratulates these Whitecloud 
award winners for their tremendous efforts.

It is with absolute excitement and enthusiasm that the 2008 SRS-IMAST 
meeting will be held for the first time in Asia, at the outstanding Hong Kong 
Convention Center.  Hong Kong is an extremely attractive metropolis with 
a western infrastructure, and deeply rooted Asian culture.  The convention 
center is located right on Hong Kong Harbor, surrounded by many outstand-
ing hotels.  We are expecting another record attendance at this meeting for 
the first SRS-IMAST meeting held at an Asian location.  We will continue 
the tradition of accepting and presenting top-notch clinical and basic sci-
ence abstracts that reflect up-to-date ideas and concepts with no 2-year 
minimum follow-up required for clinical papers.  Please plan to attend the 
annual SRS-IMAST meeting in Hong Kong from July 8-11, 2008.  We look 
forward to seeing everyone there.

SRS Endowment Fund Drive
The Board of Directors is asking for 100% participation from all 
members of the SRS.  We need every member’s support in order to 
provide continued funding for spinal deformity research projects. If 
you haven’t already donated or pledged to the SRS Endowment Drive, 
please do so now. Donations should be sent to:

SRS Endowment Fund
C/O OREF
6300 N. River Rd, Ste 700
Rosemount, IL 60018

You may contact Gene Wurth or Megan Wilson at OREF (1-847-698-
9980) if you have questions or want more information on donation 
options.  

Alvin Crawford, MD
Hall of Fame Recipient

On September 28, Alvin Crawford, MD, 
professor of pediatrics and orthopaedic 
surgery and former director of the Division 
of Orthopaedics and past president of the 
SRS, Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medi-
cal Center, was inducted into the National 
Black College Alumni Hall of Fame recently 
for his exceptional accomplishments in the 
field of medicine. 

The NBCA Hall of Fame Foundation annu-
ally recognizes outstanding graduates of historically black colleges 
and universities in 10 categories: arts/entertainment, athletics, busi-
ness/industry, community service, education, faith and theology, gov-
ernment/law, medicine, science and lifetime achievement. The 2007 
Hall of Fame Foundation inducted 16 persons, including Crawford. 

Dr. Crawford earned his undergraduate degree in chemistry and bio-
chemistry at Tennessee A&I State University in 1960, with a minor in 
music. His field of expertise is video-assisted thoracoscopic surgery 
and neurofibromatosis. Past and present inductees include filmmaker 
Spike Lee, the Honorable Barbara Jordan, opera singer Leontyne Price 
and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Dr. Crawford, who was the first African American graduate of the 
University of Tennessee A & I University, started his residency in or-
thopaedic surgery at the Boston Naval Hospital and completed it at 
the combined Harvard University Orthopaedic Program. He has won 
numerous awards, including the Founders Award from the Cincin-
nati Pediatric Society, the Daniel Drake Award from the UC College of 
Medicine, the French Orthopaedic Society Medals for Advances in En-
doscopic Spine Surgery and the French Groupe D’Etude En Orthopedic 
Pediatrique medal for expertise in Neurofibromatosis. He was also the 
only surgeon to be named to the 10 best teachers list at Cincinnati 
Children’s in the 20th century.

SRS Tennis Tournament
The SRS Mixed Tennis Tournament was held at the David Lloyd Tennis Cen-
tre in Edinburgh on Thursday, September 6, 2007.  This world class facility 
provided all the motivation needed to make all competitors a winner. 

Congratulations to All Participants

Men’s Champion
Phil Davis, Cardiff

Women’s Champion
Dheera Ananthakrishnan, Seattle

Men’s 2nd Place
Kannon K. Kailsh, Chennai

Women’s 2nd Place
Alva Jean Crawford, Cincinnati
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  Diamond Level Support

  Platinum Level Support

 
  Gold Level Support

  Silver Level Support

 

  Bronze Level Support

  Donor Level

2007 -2008 Corporate Partners
The SRS is pleased to acknowledge those companies who have provided financial support throughout the past year. This support has come in the form of 

gifts and grants to the Annual Meeting, IMAST, and Global Outreach Scholarships for the Annual Meeting, the Edgar Dawson Scholarship Fund, SRS Traveling 

Fellowships, and the Research Endowment Fund. We sincerely appreciate each of these companies, who are helping the SRS fulfill its goals of providing 

education and fostering research.

Allez Spine, Alphatec Spine, Biospace Med., Jackman Group
LDR Spine, USA. Inc. 

Kyphon

Biomet Spine

Osteotech

Abbott Spine Blackstone Cervitech, Globus Medical, 
Orthovita, Paradigm Bio/Surgi, Paradigm Spine, Sentient Monitoring, 

Showa Ika Kohgyo Co. Ltd. Spine Vision, Trans1, Zimmer Spine


